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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.
THE PROPHET’S MESSAGE TO EARTH’S

NATIONS*
Bev. Buther Hargrave, Huntsville, 0.

J saiati 21, 11-12

—

Watchman, wliat of

the night? Watchman, what of the

night? The watchman said,

<(The

morning cometh, and also the night. If

ye will enquire, enquire ye> Return,

come.”

The Prophet conceived of himself as

standing on the watchtower of the King-

dom of God. Around him lay the nations

of earth shrouded in darkness. His mis-

sion was to instruct these benighted

nations and to turn their eyes toward the

morning dawn.

He was well equipped for this task,

because he had the key to the under-

standing of the situation. He had re-

vealed to him the principles and plan

according to which God rules in the af-

fairs of men. As the Prophet stood at

the post of duty, an urgent enquiry came

from Edom, “Watchman, what of the

night? Watchman, what of the night ?”

The repetition of the question in a more

impetuous form in the original, empha-

sizes its painful urgency. The answer

was prompt and authoritative : “The
morning cometh, and also the night. If

ye will enquire, enquire ye. Beturn, come. ’ ’

Your attention is invited to the subject,

THE PROPHET’S MESSAGE TO EARTH’S
NATIONS.

By the term prophet, we mean, as Hr.

Sloane was wont to tell us, not so much

one who is able to forecast coming events,

as to reveal the truth of God. The Buler

of Nations has yet His servants, who are

commissioned to answer the voices which

come out of the darkness, which still en-

shrouds the kingdoms of earth. These

servants of the King have a message,

which, if received, will cause the shadows

to lift, and will inaugurate the reign of

universal peace.

The Prophet has for all enquirers

A MESSAGE OF HOPE.

“'The morning cometh” is his greeting

to all such enquirers.

1. The attitude of God toward eartlTs

nations is beneficent. “The morning

cometh” is not a mere prediction. It is

the revelation of the gracious character

of God. It is an offer of mercy. Judg-

ment is God’s strange work. He loves to

bless. “In His favor is life.” The bloody

struggles through which so many nations

pass, the cruel wrongs which they inflict

on their weaker brethren, would seem to

indicate that a cruel fate presided over

their destinies. Such is not the case.

We have a true picture of the attitude of

the King toward these stricken nations

in the scene of His farewell to the nation

which had rejected Him: “0, Jerusalem,

Jerusalem ! Thou that killest the prophets

,

and stonest them which are sent unto

thee, how often would I have gathered

thy children together, even as a hen gath-

ereth her chickens under her wings, and

ye would not!”
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2. Submission to the authority of

Jesus Christ, the King, is the burden of

this message. “Return, come” to Je-

hovah, whose authorit}^ you have rejected,

and whose law you have forsaken. This

is the condition on which the promised

morning dawn was to unfold into the

fullness of the perfect day of peace and

prosperity. A condition which was not

fulfilled by Edom, and as a consequence

the glimmer of light which followed the

Assyrian judgment was again swallowed

up of night. All nations have this same

merciful King; the same beneficent law

to keep. They have the same gracious

invitation, “If ye will enquire, enquire

ye. Return, come.” Subjects who will

not admit the authority of their rulers or

obey their laws, have reason to expect

trouble. The cruel fate of so many
nations is not hard to understand. They

have disregarded both the authority of

their King and His laws, wliich are es-

sential to their welfare. The law of

Christ is not an arbitral command in-

flicted uj:>on men. It is a transcript of the

gracious nature of God, and absolutely

necessary to adjust harmoniously all the

relations between man and man. It has

proved its value wherever tried. It has

wrought a marvelous transformation in

the world. It has demonstrated its power

to regenerate the human heart, to leaven

society with its purifying influences and

to establish peace among men. The pres-

ent conflict among nations is no reflection

on Christianity. These nations are not

Christian. There is not a truly Chris-

tian nation on the face of the earth. Most

of them have been more or less influenced

by Christianity, just as many unbelievers,

infidels, and even atheists, have been. In

the civil and political sphere, Jesus is not

supposed to reign. His law is not con-

sidered supreme- This is a world-wide

condition. An eloquent speaker was driv-

ing home with all his power a certain

policy of his party, till his opponents

winced under it. A question came from
the audience, “Is that right?” Promptly
the answer was returned, “Thank God, it

is American.” This recognizes an all too

general belief that the personal interests

of the nations are to determine its re-

lations to other nations. This is the law

of selfishness, which has wrought such

REV. RUTHER HARGRAVE.

havoc among the nations. It is the inspir-

ation of the present fratricidal strife.

Men generally recognize the corrupt state

of political strife. They are diligently

seeking for ' remedies, with little success.

There is onty one remedy, the law of

Christ. That is fundamental. “Return,

come.”

'The Hague Tribunal was hailed with

delight as an institution which would ad-
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just the conflicting interests of the

nations. It promised much, but accom-

plished little- As an institution it is

right, may be destined to play a con-

spicuous part in the world’s affairs one

day. But as it was given to the world, it

was founded upon the sand, “the rain

descended and the floods came, and the

wind blew and beat upon that house, and

it fell.” The only secure, foundation for

the State as well as the individual is the

Bock 'Christ Jesus. To that foundation

the nations are invited. “Return, come-”

3. The desolating judgments which

have fallen upon the nations are for the

removal of the barriers to the establish-

ment of the Kingdom of Righteousness.

This is not the Mediator’s normal method

of subduing the world. “He doth not

afflict willingly, nor grieve the children

of men.” He has commissioned His am-

bassadors to go throughout the world

proclaiming the gospel of the Kingdom.

“On earth, peace, good-will toward men.”

The establishment of the Redeemer’s

Kingdom by this gentle, loving and peace-

ful method may fail in part from one or

both of two reasons. The King’s am-

bassadors may neglect their duty, or they

to whom the message comes may exercise

that awful prerogative of refusal- “And
ye would not.” In either case, the Re-

deemer’s resources are not exhausted. He
girds His providential “sword” upon His

“thigh” and proceeds against His ene-

mies, in fearful works of righteousness.

Our nation refused to listen to the mes-

sage from the few ambassadors who dared

to proclaim it, “To let the oppressed go

free.” The Lord then took the task unto

His own hands. How well He succeeded

and at what cost to our nation we all

know. The Governments of earth have

steadfastly refused to accept their King’s

authority and law. For the sin of this

refusal, His ambassadors are not guilt-

less. They have not pressed home with

sufficient power their Lord’s message to

the Governments of earth. Again, the

King has gone forth single-handed to

deal with them who would not have Him
to reign over them. We are not warrant-

ed in surmising that the Lord of Hosts

is about to destroy these rebellious na-

tions, except where a nation may already

have filled to the brim its cup of iniquit}*.

Neither need we look for Him to clear the

field of every barrier and Himself do all

the work assigned to His servants. He
la} rs His chastening rod upon the nations,

calling them to repentance. He lifts His

rod, giving them opportunity for refor-

mation. He also affords His servants an

opportunity of entering a field which has

been prepared anew for them. Christian

people should take a hopeful view of the

situation. It is the preparation for a

better order of things. “The morning

cometh.” Who can deny that our country

was blest by the scourging which it re-

ceived at the hand of God? The stain of

slavery was removed. We are united and

prosperous as never before.

Already the necessities of the present

conflict are compelling the participants

to deal with certain moral and economic

questions in a way that indicates the lines

along which Governments must operate

for their well-being. The responsibility

for failure to learn these lessons will be

great. Again, the institution of militar-

ism has been one of the great obstacles to

the progress of the Kingdom in all ages.

The great mass of men have put their

trust in it. They have worshipped it as

their guardian deity. Like the beast,

of which it in part is the image, it is'

arrogant, selfish, cruel and destructive.

To-day this institution is called to judg-

ment. Its true character is being re-

vealed as never before- It not only has

failed to protect its worshippers, but has
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been proved, to be the occasion of their

calamities. The one term of peace that

the Allies insist must be met is that

Prussian militarism must be overthrown

for all time. This is a confession that

the universal reign of peace cannot be

inaugurated while this institution is in

the world. The only difference, how-

ever, between German militarism and that

of any other country is one of degree. In

Germany militarism has been brought to

a perfection nowhere else attained. There

the perfect fruit has been produced, and

its deadly character made manifest. It is

sad, however, to see how slowly men learn

such lessons. In the face of the facts in

Europe, there is the agitation in our own

land for a larger army and navy. It is

even proposed by some to make military

training a part ' of our school system.

This institution in their eyes is the guard-

ian of our liberty.

Time would fail to enumerate all the

obstacles in the way of the coming King-

dom of righteousness. There are two

leading enemies to the reign of our Lord

on earth that are especially called to

judgment in the present world conflict.

In the Apocalypse they are designated as

the beast and the false prophet, which

are to be taken at the battle of Arma-

geddon, and “cast alive into the lake of

fire, burning with brimstone.” All other

foes to righteousness are associated with

them. The beast is evidently the repre-

sentative of all godlessness in this world,

especially as expressed in civil affairs. He
is the embodiment of materialism, selfish-

ness, arrogance, cruelty and destructive-

ness. The false prophet seems to be the

tutor of the beast, or, better, his prime

minister, invested with large powers. “He
exercises all the power of the first beast

before him and causeth the earth and

them that dwell therein to worship the

first beast.” Keeping in mind the teach-

ing function of the prophet, it would seem

that he is the representative of the world’s

partially Christianized, yet essentially

godless instruction, whether in the civil

or ecclesiastical sphere. “It is the

gnosis, falsely so-called, of Paul.” We
are all familiar with the argument from

Christian liberty, that there should be no

recognition of the authority of Jesus

Christ or of His law, by nations. This is

precisely the doctrine of the false prophet,

who taught that men should worship the

beast and his image. This same teach-

ing of the false prophet underlies the

theory of evolution which leaves God out

of consideration and which is so much
in vogue to-day.

The fratricidal strife across the ocean

is the legitimate fruit of such instruction.

If the survival of the fittest is the law of

our being, then militarism is right. Then
Bernhardi is correct in saying that “might

is right,” and in acting accordingly. Then
the most solemn treaty obligations are

nothing more than “scraps of paper.”

The world to-day has the opportunity of

seeing the fallacy of such teaching. Its

fruit is exceedingly deadly. There is

now, as never before, the necessity for the

law of Christ which teaches men to bear

each other’s burdens. There is a strange

contrast between the spirit which is mak-

ing desolate so many of earth’s fair places

and filling so many homes with the lam-

entations of Eachel, and that which is

responding to the cry of need. The one

is the spirit of the beast; the other the

spirit of Christianity. The law by which

the King wishes His subjects to be gov-

erned. How' far the Redeemer will push

the work of clearing away these barriers

to the progress of His work is not for

man to know. Certainly He is demon-

strating His power to frustrate the most

skillful plans of man and to sweep aside

every obstacle in His path. The Gov-
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ernor of the nations is pushing His claims

to obedience as never before. It is on a

large scale that He is- manipulating the

affairs of His Kingdom. The world is

moving rapidly in its moral, intellectual,

social and political life. Hot always for

the better, sad to say. There are few, if

any nations exempt from this condition

of unrest. It is the sound of the Lord’s

going. It is the signal for His people

to bestir themselves, that they may co-

operate with Him in the overthrow of His

enemies, and in the establishing of His

Kingdom- Manifestly there is in the

present a remarkable correspondence with

the picture drawn, in that Messianic

Psalm, where the Redeemer is represented

as passing through the world subduing it

to Himself. “The Lord at Thy right

hand shall strike through kings in the

day of His wrath, He will judge among

the nations. He will fill the places with

the dead bodies. He will wound the

heads over many countries.” The first

three parts of this picture are being ful-

filled with fearful literalness. The last,

as the authorized version gives it, is also.

How many of us have entirely escaped the

evil consequences of the present conflict?

There is not a civilized country where its

baneful influence has not been felt.

“Watchman, what of the night?” “The

morning cometh.”

The Prophet has

A MESSAGE OF WARNING.

“And also the night.” This was not so

much a prediction as a warning. It is no

more a prediction than the words of

Jonah, “Yet forty days and Nineveh shall

be destroyed.” The very proclaiming of

this warning implied the possibility of

escape. Why warn, if there is no way of

escape? It is no unusual thing for na-

tions as well as individuals, when the rod

of chastisement is laid aside, to cease

their quest of God. This warning meant

that unless Edom returned to Jehovah her

respite from calamity would be as tran-

sient as her repentance. The warning

was not heeded. As a consequence that

nation became what the appellation of

the prophet literally signified, “Duma, the

land of silence.” The message of hope is

to be proclaimed first, but that of warn-

ing must not be omitted. The sin of the

rejection of the King and His law, and

the consequences of such a course, need

to be pointed out. “For the nation and

kingdom that will not serve Thee shall

perish.” The present hour has its warn-

ing for our nation and all others not

mingled in the strife. The warning of

the Saviour is in order, “Except ye re-

pent, ye shall all likewise perish.” The

warning voice in the Second Psalm rings

above the din of conflict, “How, there-

fore, kings, be wise. Be taught, ye judges

of the earth. Kiss ye the Son, lest in

His ire, ye perish from the way, for soon

His anger fierce will bum. Blessed all

that in Him stay.”

APPLICATION.

1. The opportunity which the present

hour affords for the delivery of the

prophet’s message. The air is full of en-

quiring voices, “What of the night.” Not

only the nations involved, but all civ-

ilized peoples, are bewildered by the pres-

ent bloody conflict. Their dreams of the

world’s immunity from such horrors

have been rudely disturbed. They have

discovered the inherent weakness of every

source of safety, aside from the law of

Jesus Christ. A spirit of awe has bowed

their heads before the dreadful majesty of

the Ruler of Nations. Men are ready at

such a time, if ever, to listen to the in-

vitation of the Prince of Peace, “Return,

come.” Astronomers have been trying to

compute the time required for the sun

to exhaust itself in supplying heat to our

solar system. When that occurs, the
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planets will no longer be suitable habita-

tions for life. Perhaps the view is cor-

rect that the material universe is again

to be reduced to a plastic condition and

reconstructed for a new order of things.

Peter seems to countenance such an idea

in that passage where he states, “The ele-

ments shall melt with fervent heat, the

earth also, and the works that are therein

shall be burned up-” On a small scale

this thought has frequently been illus-

trated in the intellectual, social and moral

condition of the world. To-day we be-

lieve the world is passing through such

a period. The old order of things which

has resisted the transforming influences of

the gospel has been cast into fiery

furnace and is being reduced again to a

plastic condition. The responsibility of

determining what shall be the character

of the forms in which the new order of

things will be recast rests with the ser-

vants of the Master. It would be a sad

thing, as well as a great neglect of duty,

for them to fail after their Lord has

placed such an opportunity before them

at such a sacrifice.

2. Our Church has in the Providence

of God received an inheritance which es-

pecially fits her for meeting her share of

the responsibility of the hour. The reign

of the Mediator over the nations of the

earth was a truth wrought into her ex-

perience in the cruel days of persecution.

That great truth which rounds out the

message of the gospel of the Kingdom is

the need of the world to-day. “Who
knoweth whether thou art come to the

Kingdom for such a time as this?”

*Sermon preached by the retiring Mod-
erator before the Synod of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church at Parnassus, Pa.,

June, 1915.

frWhen will you stop asking me to become a Christian ?” said a young lady, a little

curtly, to her Sabbath school teacher. “Iwill stop when God stops loving you and

wanting you. This is such a treasure which I am urging you to possess that I can

only cease urging when you accept.”

In one of Goethe’s “Wonder Tales” he tells of a magical lamp in a fisherman’s

hut. At night the fisherman, returning from his labors, felt his way through the

darkness of his home until the lamp was kindled
;
and then, in an instant, the humble

place was transformed into a temple of silver studded with priceless gems ! It reads

like a parable of the Christian life: a poor stumbling life at best, but in the light

of Christ’s countenance it assumes the graces of His character, until, out of our

moral homeliness we grow to be like Him. And this is what makes life worth liv-

ing; this is what makes heaven worth having.

—

D. J. Burrell.

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into

His harvest.—Matt. 9, 38.

“Laborers”—not people who watch you, only seeking to criticize your method of

manipulating your machine; not dilettante people who will speculate on the origin

of evil; but people who will work from the dawn until the stars appear. “Laborers!”

—Charles Brown.

S. A. S. Metheny, Treasurer, acknowledges receipt of $1,000 from Mr. Robert J.

Jamison, of the Second Church, Philadelphia—$600 for the Levant Missions and

$400 for the China Missions.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSION BOARD.
An obstacle may check the progress of

an enterprise and yet not be an unsur-

mountable barrier in the way of ultimate

success. The European war may restrain

the movements of missionaries and ob-

struct certain departments of their work,

but war cannot bind the word of the

Lord and thus prevent the progress of His

truth any more than Turkish guns could

keep the Allied battleships from forcing

an entrance into the Dardanelles, how-

ever strongly fortified, and however full

of hidden perils its swiftly rushing waters.

The Mission in Syria deemed it inex-

pedient, in the disturbed condition of the

country, to gather children and young

people into boarding schools, with the re-

sult of an unusually large attendance at

the day schools, and thus many who might

not otherwise have heard the gospel have

been brought into contact with saving and

purifying truth. While Rev. Samuel

Edgar, of Latakia, and his friend Dr. S.

Kennedy, representative at Alexandretta

of the Covenanter Church in Ireland,

were, because of their British citizenship,

arrested as prisoners of war and subse-

quently expelled from Syria, their associ-

ates in service and in home relationship,

noble women, whose names will live in

missionary story, kept at work with loy-

alty to a sacred trust above all praise, re-

fusing to seek personal safety in flight

when the way was open, rather than for-

sake the native converts who had learned

to look to them for help and sympathy in

hours and scenes of peril.

COMFORT UNDER TRIAL.

Under peculiarly testing circumstances

the missionaries have been at rest in God.

Sheltered in the hollow of His hand, their

experiences must have been not unlike

that of Isaiah, who, “as fierce armies

girdled his city,” could sing with an un-

yielding assurance of security, “Thou

wilt keep him in peace—peace—whose

mind is stayed on Thee, because he trust-

eth in Thee;” or that of the Covenanter

Peden, who could sing when surrounded

by deaths manifold among the moors and

mists of Scotland

:

“Thou art my hiding place
;
Thou shalt

From trouble keep me free;

Thou with songs of deliverance

About shalt compass me”

—

the key verse of a Psalm that he de-

scribed to fellow sufferers as his “daily

provision.” In a personal letter, Miss

Maggie B. Edgar writes, voicing, we are

sure, the feelings of all her associates:

“All of the mission circle are in good

health, and we have reason to be thankful

to our Covenant God that we have been

kept in peace and safety. Our home

friends, we know, have been anxious about

us, and we are certain that there have

been many prayers offered in our behalf.”

Speaking of Miss M. Florence Mearns,

the latest accession to the foreign teach-

ing staff in Latakia, she says : “My com-

panion in work is very much of a help

and comfort, and is working hard all the

time. I am very glad indeed to have

her with me.” Our senior missionary.

Miss Mattie R. Wylie, whose sufferings

are well known, and who is consequently

laid aside from former activities, sends

this message to the churches: “I am
not strong, of course, but I am thankful

for my hands and eyes and voice. I have a

great many visitors, and I read to nearly

as many people as when I could go about.
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I am so grateful to the Giver of all our

mercies that I can do this, and can give

comfort to people.” The words that carry

strength and courage into her heart are,

“What time I am afraid I will trust in

Thee.”

NO FORMAL REPORTS.

All that has been said regarding limi-

tations to Christian work in Syria, oc-

casioned by the fact of war in Turkey, is

equally true of- Asia Minor. Owing to

the censoring of both incoming and out-

going mail, the Missions have not been

able to send the Board the usually full

and satisfactory statements of operations

in these fields. But it may be gathered

from letters to the Secretary, though

necessarily brief and guarded, that work

has been conducted, as in former years,

with encouraging results. The gospel has

been preached and ordinances adminis-

tered with many tokens of the divine favor.

“The attendance,” as one writer describes

it, “is unusually good at all times,” add-

ing, “and we are glad for the opportuni-

ties opened before us.”

In Latakia there were some 160 girls

and some 260 boys under religious in-

struction; but we have no definite infor-

mation respecting the schools in outlying

districts. As Dr. Stewart says, though

hearing from them regularly, the mission-

aries are not at liberty to visit them. In

Mersina, as Kev. A. J. McFarland re-

ports, the work is going on as usual, Miss

Sterrett having fifty girls under her over-

sight and instruction, while in the boys
7

department there are many pupils,

though the exact number is not given.

Mr. McFarland is also free to visit and

supervise the work in Tarsus and Adana,

though forced to make the journey on

horseback, no trains leaving Mersina, and

only one a week each way between Tarsus

and Adana.

It is a pleasure to report that, through

the courtesy of the Standard Oil Co., our

Treasurer has been able to keep these two

stations supplied with the funds needed

to meet salaries and field expenses.

CYPRUS UNDISTURBED.
The third Mission in the Levant, and

a very promising one, is in Cyprus. Early

in the war that is convulsing so many
nations, Britain proclaimed the annexa-

tion of this island. It had been ceded to

the British Government by the Treaty of

Berlin upon the stipulated payment of a

large annual rental to Turkey, but now
it is a British possession. Whatever polit-

ical advantages may be secured to Britain

by the possession of Cyprus as “an in-

valuable outpost for the defense of the

Suez Canal and a barrier to any enemy

that might threaten to block free and in-

disputable communication through Egypt

to her far-off Empire in India,
77 must be

left to statesmen to discuss. What con-

cerns us is the bearing it should have

upon the re-establishment in that historic

land of the pure Christianity that exerted

such a controlling influence in the time

of the apostles. At the command of its

Mediatorial King, the Church of Antioch

set apart Paul and Barnabas to the special

work to which He had called them. Sail-

ing from Seleucia in Syria, under the di-

rection of the Holy Spirit, they landed at

Salamis in Cyprus, presumably near the

modem Famagusta, and then went

through the island preaching the gospel

and supplying illustrations of its saving

power, till they reached Baffo, the

Paphos of the Acts, whence they sailed

to Perga in Pamphylia in continuation of

their foreign missionary tour.

On the island there have been no dis-

turbances because of the war, and noth-

ing to occasion any anxiety as to the

progress of the Mission; neither at Lar-

naca, where the American Academy is

located, nor at Nicosia, the headquarters.
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of a notably successful medical depart-

ment. At the first sound of war in Tur-

key many fled from Syria to Cyprus for

varied reasons, thus increasing the de-

mand for shelter and food. One family

that the Mission was glad to welcome to

its hospitality was that of the venerable

Or. James Martin, forced to abandon his

work at Antioch after more than forty

years of devoted service, as the rep-

resentative of the Covenanter Church in

Ireland and Scotland, and the Doctor was

not slow to recognize the brotherly wel-

come by teaching classes, and on one oc-

casion, when Rev. W. McCarroll was short

of money to meet expenses, generously

handed over as an accommodation for that

purpose some funds that he had received

for personal use.

As a specimen of the hardships that the

missionaries in the Levant have had to

endure, it may be mentioned that while

Cyprus was open to the world by mail and

telegraph, they were shut in for months

from all direct communication with the

other two Missions in the Levant, though

perhaps less than fifty miles south of

Asia Minor, and not more than fifty miles

from the Syrian coast, a small matter,

some one may say, and yet a serious draw-

back to those who realize the benefit de-

rived from the communion of saints.

Paul, a prince on the roll of foreign mis-

sionaries, said when writing to friends at

Rome : “I long to see you that I may im-

part unto you some spiritual gift, to

the end ye may' be established; that is

that I with you may be comforted, each

of us by the other’s faith, both yours and

mine.”

We gather from a table of statistics

sent us and which will be published in

Olive Trees, the Lord’s Supper was dis-

pensed once in Lamaea and twice in

Nicosia, and that there are thirty-nine

communicants, three added during the

year and three of a decrease. The statis-

tics also show sixteen teachers employed,

among them a Greek licensed preacher,

one Turkish interpreter and eight teach-

ers. In the American Academy there

were 122 under Christian instruction

:

50 Greeks, 30 Turks, 22 Armenians, 15

Syrians, 2 Jews and 3 other nationalities.

The receipts from local sources are given

as £695 14s. Od.—£121 from the medical

department, £323 9s. Od. from boarding

department, £112 9s. Od. for tuition,

£127 8s. Od. for books and instruments,

and £11 8s. Od church collections. Writ-

ing April 9, 1915, Mr. McCarroll says:

"I conducted communion services in

Nicosia last week and had a very encour-

aging season, good attendance and marked

interest.”

REPORTS FROM CHINA.

The field reports from China are papers

of special value, brimful of information

that unconsciously responds to the very

questions that intelligent people are likely

to ask about the work, and is fitted to draw

out liberality and prayer. The flood that

inundated Tak Hing and other places on

the West River, damaging to some extent

some of the Mission buildings, and de-

stroying houses and other property of the

Chinese, increased the labors of the mis-

sionaries, but at the same time afforded

them a good opportunity to give the con-

verts object lessons on industry and sani-

tation, and they never halted in a witness-

ing for Christ that has been fruitful in

winning men to an acceptance of the

truth.

CONGREGATIONAL WORK.
In his annual statement to the Board, .

Rev. J. K. Robb thus describes the

congregational work under his direction

at Talc Hing: “We have had some new

experiences in the management of con-

gregational affairs, though there has been

but little, taking the work as a whole, that
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may be termed unusual. There has been

a. marked spirit of desire shown by some

of our leading members to participate in

the planning of church work and a will-

ingness to assist in carrying out these

plans. We could wish that more of our

people were imbued with this spirit, and

it is our hope and prayer that it may show

itself more generally than it does. It has

come to be a conviction with me that our

congregation at Tak Hing has reached a

stage of development which requires lead-

ership and oversight that the missionaries

cannot successfully furnish. There are a

few among our native helpers who are now
qualified to exercise a larger degree of

authority than they have been entrusted

with heretofore. It is my hope that the

missionaries may be soon relieved of some

duties that they have in the past succeeded

in discharging very imperfectly at the

best, and that those duties may be laid

upon native brethren, whose experiences

in the management of church affairs dur-

ing recent years have fitted them for

higher and more responsible service.”

The Lord’s Supper was administered

twice at Tak Hing, where there is a re-

ported membership of 173, and there were

also three communions held at Tung On,

a sub-station, where the present member-

ship is 31, making a total of 204.

From the field report of Rev. D. R.

Taggart, who was in charge of Do Sing,

Fung Chuen, Tak Hing Street Chapel

and the district north of Tak Hing, we

select the following items: “This report

is written in the after-glow of communions

recently held in Do Sing; I say glow

,

for

I never return from one qf these commun-

ion seasons without feeling that China is

on the verge of a spiritual awakening.

Hot that all the members are alive to their

responsibilities as church members. Some

of them do not even appreciate their privi-

leges; but some of them do, one member

having brought in one or more inquirers

to every communion since he himself be-

came a member. Faithfulness in church

attendance, brotherly love, growth in

grace, and general aggressiveness are

among the encouraging evidences of the

Spirit’s working.

“This field has been worked almost ex-

clusively through the native Christians,

for, as you know, we are some twenty miles

from that station, and visits have been

made once or twice each month. Two
school teachers, one for each of the

schools; two evangelists, each of whom
gave part time to the boys’ school and part

time to a Bible woman, constituted our

trained force.

“Communion was dispensed six times

during the year
;
three times in the chapel

and three times on the river bank to the

lepers. Twenty-two were baptized and

received into full membership in the

Church, just lacking one of doubling the

previous roll. Twelve of the twenty-two

were lepers. Death has been active,

five lepers and one other having heard

the Master’s call. Of the lepers we can

sincerely say their faces show the first

fruits of the glory that should foll6w just

as plainly as their bodies manifest the

sufferings they have endured. And, all in

all, they are a lovable set of people, and

yet we rejoice in their home-going, for

to them to die is gain.

“One more advance ought to be men-

tioned. A subscription paper has been

passed, and a very encouraging beginning

has been made toward self-support,

though in fairness it ought to be said,

that it is still merely a beginning. A
weekly collection has also been instituted.

“Fung: Chuen is a sub-station of Do

Sing, where we have a chapel and an

evangelist has been employed here during

the year.

“One service each Sabbath, except the
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summer months, has been held in the

Tak Hing Street Chapel. The audiences

have varied from a few, mostly children,

to more than a hundred, mostly heathen.

Native evangelists have helped with these

services.”

The statistics show a present member-

ship of 37 in these four districts.

NEW CONGREGATIONS.

At Lo Ting, the new station transferred

to Synod by the Christian and Missionary

Alliance, the Commission of Synod or-

ganized a congregation, Thursday, Oct. 15,

1914, by the election of six elders and

four deacons—men, we are told, of ability,

who give promise of being faithful lead-

ers of the people. The present member-

ship of the new organization is 93.

This field was under the supervision of

Rev. E. C. Mitchell until the failing

health of Mrs. Mitchell made it necessary

for them to return to America for special

medical treatment and rest. During the

time he was here he held six communions

:

two at Lo Ting, two at Lo King (which

is described as a populous district and

one presenting great opportunities for

Christian work, where the work is under

the direction of a native evangelist, Mr.

P’aam, who conducts meetings on Sabbath

and market days), and two at Ch’e Tsai,

where the work was turned over to him at

the beginning of the year, and where there

is a membership of 42.

His story of an arrangement for a street

chapel in Lo Ting and of the opening of

a boys* school in an old Buddhist temple,

given to him rent free on condition that

it would be used for school purposes, will

be published in Olive Trees with other

items which are not embodied in the Re-

port to Synod, but which the Church may
like to see.

Thus it appears, on a review of the

Mission work in South China that there

are two regularly organized congrega-

tions with a total membership of 376—68

added during the year, showing, after de-

ducting 12 deaths and 10 defections, a

net increase of 45.

OBJECT OF MISSIONS.

The aim of every department of the For-

eign Missions is to win men away from

false reliances, and bring them into right

relations with the true God. The schools

are centers of evangelism. Whatever sec-

ular branches may be taught, the promi-

nent feature of instruction is the gospel

way of life and salvation.

To illustrate: In an interesting paper.

Rev. Julius A. Kempf, who has respon-

sible charge of the boys’ school, after

noting the attendance at the primary and

grammar departments and in the boarding

school and the running expenses, indi-

cates in a few sentences the kind of Chris-

tian training these pupils are receiving:

One hour each day is given to Bible study

;

all the pupils are required to attend Sab-

bath and the morning services in the

chapel; every Thursday evening they are

at the prayer meeting and take part;

every morning school is opened with sing-

ing a Psalm, reading the Scripture and

prayer, and every evening the boarding

pupils have worship, conducted by the

Christian pupils in turn.

Then follow instances of Christian ac-

tivity, and the writer closes with a sug-

gestive statement of results

:

Six boys from eighteen to twenty-two

3
rears of age applied for admission to the

Theological Training Class. Three were

admitted and will begin their studies this

week; four other boys made confession of

their faith in Christ, and were baptized;

and during the year the non-Christian

teacher employed in the school sat at the

feet of the Great Teacher, and on last

Sabbath he sat at His Holy Table, owning

Him as his Saviour and Lord.

In an excellent paper from Miss Rose
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A. Huston are many statements that

should encourage the home Church and
stimulate to greater liberality in the sup-

port of the efforts that are being made to

bring the women and girls under Christian

influence. She writes: “Of the thirty-

four different pupils who have been in

school during the year, one-half are

Church members, several of them being

received this year. Our aim is to make
Christians of them in school, and to train

them for active service in bringing others

to the Saviour, as Bible women, teachers

and Christian mothers. Very impressive

is the contrast she points out between two

young women

:

“Au Tak Oi, a poor rheumatic young

woman, came from Do Sing, and during

the three months she was in school a

change was wrought in her disposition that

made her people marvei when she went

home. Her only reason for the change

was C
1 “kom sheung ha” (approximately),

believe Jesus, and Christians do not scold

and lie and steal/ She died during the

summer, and they told us of how anxious

she was that they learn all she could

teach them of the Jesus doctrine, and of

how at the last she said over and over again,

T am not afraid to die, for I “kom sheung

ha,” believe Jesus/ Her name is not

written on the Church roll, but I feel that

it is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

“In contrast to this is another former

pupil—not blind—very bright and am-

bitious, and of whom we expected great

things. She contracted tuberculosis and

died about the time of Tak Oi’s death,

but her constant cry before she passed

away was, T do not yet believe Jesus

!

I do not yet believe Jesus/ Was this be-

cause of some lack in our own lives and

work and prayer, and in the prayers of

those who are upholding and supporting

us in the homeland ?”

With not less convincing persuasiveness

Miss Mary Adams urges this same point.

“Some time has also been given to a

campaign of visiting in the homes of our

district. We have visited twenty homes,

always accompanied by one or two

Chinese women. Taai Lo and Koon Ting
have been your faithful and glad mes-

sengers of light on these trips. We al-

ways invite them to our homes and some

have responded. Such work has en-

larged our vision. If the homes are to

be illumined, we must go to them with

the light, and then they will desire to

come and be taught, that they may have

more light. As one worker said,
rThe

very emptiness of the lives of these women
is our greatest opportunity/ We ask that

you pray for us, that whatever homes we
visit the people shall not remember us,

but shall think of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

CALL FOR WOMEN EVANGELISTS.

At the March meeting of the Board was

read an earnest and urgent call from

China for two women to do evangelistic

work. Referring the matter to Synod, we

wish to call the attention of the Church to

this opportunity to extend the Lord’s

work and to the opening which has come

in China to reach communities and homes

of the people with the message of the

gospel.

Along with this strong appeal, read an-

other paragraph from Miss Huston’s

paper

:

“To us, the greatest and most appalling

need of all is that of evangelistic work

among the women of our district. Dan
Crawford quotes an African proverb,

‘Come near and I’ll hear.’ Sometimes in

China, as in Africa, the people do not

hear because the speaker does not get near

enough to touch the heart and life of the

hearer. The homes of China must be vis-

ited if they are to be won for Christ; they

need to be lived in, if the need of the

women is to be fully understood and met.
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‘Manifold transgressions, mighty sins,

desperate sorrow*—the words of the

prophet, are true in China to-day, and we
must come in contact with them in order

to realize their terrible reality.

“So we are hoping and planning to

'‘come near* to the women in the homes of

Tak Hing and surrounding villages. It

needs the full time of a worker, but as

that is impossible with the present force.

Miss Adams and I are hoping to plan our

work so that we may each give a day each

week, accompanied by Bible women in

training, to this very needy field. Our
heart*s desire and prayer to God is that

this people may be saved, and we ask your

earnest prayers for us and for them.**

Further evidence of the importance of

making Christ the central figure, and His

gospel the central idea in the Mission

schools for girls, is supplied in the report

from Lo Ting. Miss Jennie Dean had a

vision of the need, and gave herself with

unstinted devotion to the work till her

energies were exhausted, and she was

forced to retire and return to America.

When she had gone, Mrs. E. C< Mitchell

had a similar vision, and threw herself

with similar consecration into the work

till failing strength compelled her too to

retire and return to America for special

medical treatment. On her retirement,

Oct. 28, 1914, Miss Ella M. Stewart as-

sumed the direction of the school, and has

done what she could to carry on the work,

as she puts it, “so well begun by Miss

Dean and Mrs. Mitchell.** We will allow

Miss Stewart to tell her own story

:

“The question which the Church at

home will and should ask is : ‘How many
of the girls are Christians?* I must re-

ply, none have openly confessed the Mas-

ter. You ask ‘Why?* But if you ask it

once a year, I ask it of myself at least twice

each day. It is not for lack of Bible teach-

ing, as that has been given every day since

the school started. Many of them seem to

believe. Practically all of them are from

well-to-do but heathen homes. Is the op-

position too great? The answer is known
only to the One Who understands the

hearts and lives of men. You must pray

with us that these girls may be won for

Christ, for without your prayers we can

do nothing.

“During the first part of the year they

had a very efficient Bible woman. She

held meetings for women twice each week

and visited in the homes of the Christians.

Since practically none of the Chinese

women can read, it is very necessary to

have some one visit them frequently to

help build them up in the faith. The

Bible 'woman did not confine her work to

Christian women, but also visited in other

homes, where she might have or make an

opportunity to talk the gospel. Her work

closed in May, when she went to join her

Master.

“At present we have an unlearned but

very faithful old lady to supply the place

until we can procure another trained

helper. She sits in the women’s side of

the Chapel to tell what she knows of the

gospel to those who drop in (the doors are

never shut during the day). She sells

books, goes out and invites women to the

women’s meetings, which are now ad-

dressed by the preacher, and is willing to

do anything else in her power to help on

the Lord’s work. In fact, she is so in-

dispensable that we hope to keep her even

after we procure another Bible woman.

“Before Mrs. Mitchell left, we had en-

tertained all the church sisters and had

visited some of the pupils. Since Mrs.

Dickson and I have been alone, we have

taken the school mother and called on the

rest of the girls, and also in many other

homes, where we had been invited to go

and talk the doctrine. Opportunities are

constantly open to us, and we have done
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what we could to meet the need. Since

we always invite these women to return

our calls, it affords us two opportunities

to arouse their interest in the gospel.

Paat Mo, the school mother, has been our

greatest human help. She cannot read,

but she drinks in all she hears in school

and chapel, and it is remarkable how
splendidly she can tell the gospel story

and the fundamentals of the Christian

religion. She deserves your admiration

and prayers.”

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.
Not less important as an evangelistic

agency is the medical department. The

hospital at Latakia has been closed for

several months, as Dr. Balph, the mis-

sionary in charge, was on furlough in this

country when war was proclaimed in

Europe and the Board advised him not to

return to Syria last autumn. However,

he has not been idle, having given to the

public an admirable history of "Fifty

Years of Mission Work in Syria,” and

having both written and spoken in favor

of evangelistic work among the Syrians

who have come to our shores. Dr. John

Peoples, of Asia .Minor, has been busy,

but has not been in a position to send a

formal report of the work. On Cyprus,

where there have not been the excitement

and disturbing influences of war, Dr. Cal-

vin J. McCarroll, of Nicosia, has been

able to report good results, and it is worth

while to notice that the receipts from

patients were large enough to enable him

to finance the Mission, when the Imperial

Ottoman Bank was refusing to cash drafts

on London, and his brother at Larnaca

was in need of funds to meet school ex-

penses.

To be exact, he reports 7,316 office

treatments, 326 outcalls, 32 trips to vil-

lages, 820 miles traveled, and amount col-

lected during the year, £314 15s. ljd.

Clinics have been held twice a week, as

formerly, each time being preceded by

reading a portion of Scripture and preach*

ing by the evangelist, while the Armenian

Bible woman explains the Scriptures to

the Turkish women patients. Even more

impressively than these statistics does the

following incident illustrate the influence

in favor of the truth exerted by the Mis-

sion in the community where Dr. McCar-

roll has his home: "At present we have

with us a colporteur, a converted Jew from

Jerusalem, sent over from Egypt by the

B. F. B. S. He has been touring the

island, and reports it as the hardest field

he has yet seen. He says that the Chris-

tian villages are more fanatic than the

Mohammedan villages of the Soudan. In

one village they refused to sell him food.

They ask him why he does not go to

Africa to the heathen, and not come to

them, the source of, light. However, here

in Nicosia, accompanied by our evangel-

ist, he has sold Bibles to the Greek Arch-

bishop, the Chief Cadi of the Mohamme-
dan religion

; the Catholic Bishop and the

Armenian Bishop, which is a satisfactory

bit of work, and we trust and pray that

God will bless His own word and cause

it to produce large results.”

"When our Sovereign Lord shall have

accomplished His purpose in the Euro-

pean war, we look for greater liberty in

the ministry of the gospel of the King-

dom, and more rapid accessions to the

loyal subjects of the King.

At Tak Hing, China, the Gregg Memor-

ial Hospital maintains its reputation.

Speaking of the men’s department, Dr.

J. M. Wright says: "The work has been

in the main' as during the previous year.

The hospital was not so crowded as last

year, but the patients have shown an in-

creased interest in the gospel. Services

are held each morning at 8 o’clock, to

which all are invited and encouraged to

attend. We have a supply of Testaments
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and Psalm books for these services, and

all are encouraged to take part in singing

and in the reading of our morning lesson.

Patients are encouraged to read in their

rooms, and their interest is sought in dif-

ferent ways; many leave with a promise

to daily read a chapter and to say the

Lord’s Prayer. Good promises and good

will are common, but we do not so often

see real fruit in a gathering into Church

membership, but are glad to report one

received during the year. Wherever one

may find a former patient in our country

trips, there the gospel is listened to kindly,

which speaks well for the hospital helpers.

Our helpers are consecrated Christians,

and a spirit of Christian faith and works

predominates.”

The Doctor reports 150 inpatients,

2,100 dispensary patients, 8,000 treat-

ments, 80 operations, 62 outcalls, 37 trips

to Do Sing and 185 patients there, and

then adds: "Our work has not been in

quality or quantity what we would wish,

but we have enjoyed what was better, His

presence and blessing.”

Dr. McBurney, speaking of the women’s

department, reports "475 patients, 304

new patients and 4,598 treatments.” These

statements are filled with interesting de-

tails, which want of space forbids us to

transfer to this Eeport, but both papers

will be printed in full in Olive Trees,

and, as both are written in a popular style

and full of instructive incidents, many
will read them, and unite in the request

with which Dr. McBurney closes her re-

port : "We ask the prayers of God’s peo-

ple that we may have the leading of His

Spirit in His work, and that our one aim

may be to do His will, and thus show

forth His glory to those who are in dark-

ness.”

At Lo Ting, Dr. E. J. M. Dickson has

evidently found plenty to do and enough

success to encourage him. During five

and a half months he "treated 524 pa-

tients, had 24 outcalls and performed four

operations.” He tells us that his "first

patients began to appear a few hours after

his arrival.” He will have abounding op-

portunities for reaching men with the mes-

sage of spiritual healing and eternal life,

and his many friends will not cease to

labor fervently with him in prayer.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Acting on the instruction of the Board,

Treasurer Dr. S. A. S. Metheny has pre-

pared a financial statement, printed and

presented as a part of its Eeport, for the

information of Synod and the churches

under its oversight:

ESTIMATE FOE THE YEAE 1915-1916

Levant.

Salaries. Expense. Rent. Travel. Total.

Syria ... $5,610.00 $7,827.00 $900.00 $14,337.00

Asia Minor . .

.

, . .

.

5,255.00 6,472.00 $1,250.00 950.00 13,927.00

Cyprus . . . 3,685.00 3,482.00 350.00 7,517.00

$14,550.00 $17,781.00 $1,250.00 $2,200.00 $35,781.00

Estimated Income:

School and Medical Department, Cyprus $2,432.00

Dividends on invested funds (estimated) 5,568.00

Winchester Congregation, salary Eev. Samuel Edgar 1,050.00

$9,050.00

Amount needed to continue present work $26,731.00
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China..

Salaries. Expense.
Tak Hing $8,225.00 $6,475.00
Lo Ting 4,345.00 1,195.00

$12,570.00 $7,670.00

Estimated income:

Third Philadelphia Congregation

—

Salary, Dr. J. M. Wright

Rev. E. C. Mitchell

Dividends on invested funds

Travel. Total.

$1,100.00 $15,800.00

750.00 6,290.00

$1,850.00 $22,090.00

1,100.00

1,050.00

13.00

2,163.00

Amount needed to continue present work $19,927.00

APPROPRIATIONS REQUESTED.
1915-1916.

Levant $27,000.00

China 20,000.00

“This statement,” the Treasurer writes,

“is based on our schedule of salaries and

children’s allowances, and the estimate of

local expenses received from the Mission

stations. The statement for Latakia is

based on last year’s estimate, as none has

been received from that station. The esti-

mate for travel covers the transportation

of missionaries to and from the Mission

fields.”

With this concise statement in his hand,

every member of Synod can readily un-

derstand the financial condition of the

Foreign Missions and vote intelligently

on the appropriations.

GENERAL ITEMS.

1. Dr. A. I. Robb and family arrived

at Tak Hing from America, Dec. 3, 1914,

and he expected to open his Theological

Training Class Jan. 11, 1915.

2. The Board records its gratitude to

the Redeemer and Head of the Church for

preserving the lives of Rev. J. K. Robb

and his family, with other passengers on

the Minnesota when that steamship was

wrecked, April 13, 1915, on the coast of

Japan, and also adores His name for

moving in His Sovereign pleasure the

Turkish officials to grant Mrs. S. Edgar

permission to leave Latakia with her chil-

dren, that she might join her husband,

who had been expelled from Turkey be^

cause of his citizenship in the British

Empire.

3. Attention is again called to the

anomalous position of some not designated

as missionaries, yet rendering yeoman ser-

vice in the foreign fields, the wives and

friends of missionaries assisting in the

schools for girls and laboring among the

native women, often to the breaking point,

as in the case of Mrs. Mitchell, without

any remuneration but the satisfaction of

teaching heathen women and girls the

gospel way of life, simply “the luxury of

doing good.” So the Board has decided

hereafter to appoint the wives of mission-

aries associate missionaries, that they may
be entitled to all the privileges of regu-

larly appointed missionaries except that of

drawing a salary and that of voting at the

business meetings of the Missions.

4. At present there are four of our

women missionaries on furlough: Miss



News of the Churches. 173

Jennie M. Dean, teacher; Mrs. E. C.

Mitchell
; Miss Annie J. Robinson, trained

nurse, and Dr. Ida M. Scott, who will

probably return to China in the autumn

of this }
7ear

;
also from the Levant, Rev.

and Mrs. R. E. Willson, detained in

America owing to the war, and Rev. and

Mrs. S. Edgar, after trying circumstances

on the field, with Miss Mearns, who came

home with Mrs. Edgar to help in the care

of the children, and Miss Elma French.

5. Mr. Charles A. Stewart was recently

appointed to Cyprus for two years, to be

connected with the American Academy at

Lamaca, and in case everything is satis-

factory at the close of the first year, the

position will probably be made permanent.

6. At the May meeting of the Board,

Rev. F. M. Wilson was elected Correspond-

ing Secretary, in place of R. M. Som-

merville, resigned, and Mr. J. M. Steele

was recommended to Synod for appoint-

ment as Treasurer, in place of Dr. S. A. S.

Metheny, who has notified the Board of

his intention to resign the Treasuryship.

7. The term for which Rev. F. M.

Foster, Ph.D., Rev. J. C. McFeeters, D.D.,

Rev. F. M. Wilson, D.D., Mr. R. J. Bole

and Mr. S. R. Boggs were appointed mem-
bers of the Foreign Board has expired, and

their places should be filled.

8. Our Vice-President, Rev. Dr. J. C.

McFeeters, was appointed to represent the

Board on the floor of Synod.

Respectfully submitted,

In the Name of the Board,

R. M. Sommerville, Cor. Sec.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
MISSIONS.

Two papers have been placed in our

hands : . First, “The Minutes of Commis-

sion in China.” We have examined them

and found nothing contrary to the law and

order of the Church. They are ready to

be embodied in the minutes of this court.

Second, “The Report of Foreign Board.”

In this report are some facts deserving of

special attention.

There have been peculiar difficulties in

connection with the work during the past

* year, due in the main to the present great

war. The work has been restricted by the

detention of some missionaries in this

country, the banishment of others from

their field of work. The limitation of all

activities of the workers remaining in the

Levant and the difficulties in transmission

of workers, correspondence and money.

The isolation of the workers in the war

zone has been a severe trial to them and

their friends. Illness has required the

premature return of faithful and much-

needed workers.

Among the needs emphasized is the ever

insistent one of prayer. Again and again

the missionaries plead for the prayers of

those in the home .land. It is needed

for the Church at home, the Board, the

missionaries, the converts, the unconvert-

ed, and for the direction of world events

in favor of the Kingdom of Christ. More

workers are needed—needed now, and

much needed. A special call is made for

two women to do evangelistic work in

China. Who will go? We need to meet

many opportunities for advancement of

the work in different ways. Every en-

couragement should be given to the efforts

toward a self-supporting native Church,

and to provide for it capable leaders. We
sorely need reserve workers to fill the gap

made by the retirement for a time of those

disabled at the front and of those at home

on well-deserved furlough. Those re-

maining on duty are overburdened.

We are grateful for encouragements in
'

the work. We give thanks to God that in

danger, sickness and trial, all our mis-

sionaries have been spared. The progress

of the work is noted. Data from the

Levant missions is not available. But
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there has been about 15 per cent, increase

again in the membership of the China

Mission. A new congregation was organ-

ized at Lo Ting. Native Christians show

commendable activity in efforts to bring

others to Christ The work of ministers,

physicians and teachers is united in evam

gelistic efforts.

The Board in charge of the Mission has

given faithful attention to the varied in-

terests under its care. We make special

mention of prolonged, faithful and self-

sacrihcing service rendered by the Bev. B.

M. Sommerville, D.D., the retiring Cor-

responding Secretary. In the judgment

of his brethren, he deserves the Master’s

commendation, “Well done, good and

faithful servant.” We also make grateful

recognition of the work done by S. A. S.

Metheny, M.D., in the capacity of Treas-

urer. His aptness for the work, devotion

to its interests and practical experience

as a missionary^ made him a valuable

agent in the work. We regret that it be-

comes necessary for these men to resign.

We recommend

—

1. The renewal of the claim upon every

member of the Church to pray daily for

the interests of the work.

2. The effort to bring native churches

to self-support under the direction of

their own people as leaders.

3. The approval of the call for two

women for evangelistic work in China.

4. A rising vote in appreciation of the

service rendered by Dr. Sommerville as

Corresponding Secretary for the Board,

and of Dr. Metheny as Treasurer.

5. That Bev. F. M. Foster, Ph.D., Bev.

J. C. McFeeters, D.D., Bev. F. M. Wil-

son, D.D., Mr. B. J. Bole and Mr. S. B.

Boggs be appointed as their own successors

on the Board.

6. That the latest returned mission-

aries, Bev- J. K. Bobb and Bev. S. Edgar,

be heard by Synod in behalf of the work,

and that the other missionaries here be

presented to the members of the Court,

and that Dr. J. C. McFeeters be heard as

representative of the Board, and that Dr.

B. M. Sommerville also be heard,

7. That we bow to the will of our

Heavenly Father in the removal from

earthly relations of Mr. Walter T. Miller,

who for a long term of years rendered

efficient service as Treasurer of the Board.

A. A. Samson,

E. L. McKnight,
John Butherford,

John Armstrong,

E. F. Thompson.

“This Synod places on record gratitude to God, praise to His high and holy

name, and thanksgiving from the fullness of our hearts, for spreading the shadow of

His wings over our missionaries, exposed to danger; for guiding them to safety;

and for sustaining them with His gracious presence. To Him, through our Lord

Jesus Christ, be all the glory.”

What is the mission of the Christian Church to this world? And when I say the

Christian Church 1 mean, of course, also the individual, for the Christian Church is

simply made up of a group of individuals. - - - In order to get an answer to this

question we have to find out what the mission of Jesus Christ to this world was, for

we must remember that His mission is our mission: “as My Father hath sent Me,

so send I you.” And going back to the life of Jesus, we find that He Himself says

of His mission, “I am come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

—

Leu. G.

Broughton.
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MONOGRAPHS.

REPORT OF MEN’S DEPARTMENT OF
GREGG MEMORIAL HOSPITAL,

TAK HING, CHINA, FOR
THE YEAR 1914.

Dear Fathers and Brethren:

Our work has been, in the main, as

during the previous year. The hospital

was not so crowded as last year, but the

patients have shown an increased inter-

est in the gospel. Services are held each

morning at 8 o’clock, to which all are in-

vited and encouraged to attend. We have

a supply of Testaments and Psalm books

for these services, and all are encouraged

to take part in singing and reading of

our morning lesson. Patients are encour-

aged to do reading in their rooms, and

their interest is sought in different ways.

Many leave with a promise to daily read

a, chapter and to say the Lord’s Prayer.

Good promises and good will are com-

mon, but we do not so often see real fruit

in a gathering into Church membership,

but are glad to report one who was re-

ceived during the year. Wherever one

may find a former patient in our country

trips, there the gospel is listened to kind-

ty, which speaks well for the hospital

helpers. Our help are consecrated Chris-

tians, and a spirit of Christian faith and

works predominates.

A Thursday afternoon prayer meeting

is held, at which there is a good attend-

ance of patients and help. All are en-

couraged to attend Sabbath services, and

to attend mid-week prayer meeting, and

we feel that the earnest spirit shown by

many will be productive of good fruit

some time and somewhere. The work was

seriously interrupted for some time by

the flood, but the hospital was not closed

during the year. During our summer

vacation the help remained, and did faith-

fully what work came to the hospital, and

took part in the flood relief.

We received $400 (Mexican) from the

Eed Cross for medical relief, and have

been able to do considerable in this line.

Only a small part of the flooded district

has yet been visited, but we hope soon to

cover the field. Our way of doing this

work is to go into a village and find the

head) man and secure the privilege of

using the public hall or meeting place, in

which a short service is held and the

needs of the sick attended to. As some

are attending to the sick, others are ex-

plaining the gospel. In this way one

village after another is visited, and it is

hoped that we may be able to go to each

village in the Tak Hing district during

the coming year. Clinics have been held

once a week during the year at Do Sing,

mostly by our native help. Two hours a

day have been given to teaching medi-

cine. Our desire and effort has been to

inspire our students to use it in the way

He would have them use it. They have

been a blessing and an inspiration to the

work. Their number consists of three

young men and four young women, of

good Christian character.

We are sorry to record the death of

Leung Shau Took, who had been a mem-
ber of the class for a short time. He re-

ceived his training in Rev. Kempf’s school

and was of exceptional Christian charac-

ter.

Mr. Chue Hon Shang gives the class

an hour in Bible study several evenings

during the week, and in the preparation

of gospel talks.

Mr. Tse A Loi plans to take the work

in the theological class on the comple-

tion of his hospital work. All have fre-



176 Monographs.

quently taken charge of meetings in the

villages in the country about us, and it

is their plan to visit each village in Tak
Hing district during the coming year, so

that by another year there will remain no

village but that has heard the Word.

On our recommendation, two of our

students could now enter Rung Medical

College third year class.

We are glad to receive from the Board

its approval to carry on medical class

work, and in the main, our efforts have

been to adhere to the principles laid down

in this approval.

In the case of Mr. Chue Hon Shane:

there may be a seeming exception to part

of Article III., which reads as follows:

- - so as to prevent, if possible, the

turning aside of those who are now pre-

pared, or who ought to prepare, for the

direct and immediate work of an evan-

gelist,” without the following explana-

tion : He secured from Dr. Maude
George a promise to be taught medicine

as opportunity would afford, and after

her death the same promise was given by

the writer. On the opening of a theo-

logical training school, he came to the

writer and inquired if a medical class

would also be opened, and was told that

there were no plans for one as yet, and

urged him to take the theological course.

He asked for assurance that on the com-

pletion of the course he might study med-

icine if he still so desired and the oppor-

tunity afforded, and was told that the

former promise would hold good, all be-

ing agreed. He met his own expenses.

On the opening of the medical class, he

was not being employed by the Mission.

He entered this class with the knowledge

and consent of those most concerned.

The number of in-patients during the

year was 150 ;
dispensary patients, 2,100

;

treatments, 8,000 ;
operations, 80 ;

out-

calls, 62; fees, $260 (Mexican)
; expense,

$248.68 (Mexican)
;

trips to Do Sing,

37 ;
patients at Do Sing, 185.

Our work has not been, in quantity or

quality, what we would wish, but we have

enjoyed what was better, His presence

and blessing.

Very, respectfully submitted,

J. M. Wright.

REPORT OF WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT
OF GREGG MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.

Tak Hing, West River, So. China,

January 11, 1915.

To the Board of Foreign Missions of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church of

North America.

Dear Fathers and Brethren:
From the beginning of the year until

the water of West River took possession

of our lower wards and administration

rooms, the work of the Women’s De-

partment of the Grfegg Memorial Hospital

went on with about the usual variety of

experiences. The babe that was bom on

Dec. 24, 1913, whose mother died of

cancer, was during the early months of

the year tenderly cared for by Miss Rob-

inson. The babe is still with us, and,

together with the training which this case

gave to our assistants, is a lasting monu-

ment to our fellow worker. The student

whom we have named Joanna Speer, has

become responsible for the infant, who

is now more than* a year old and in great

danger of discovering her many remark-

able (?) qualities. The other little waif

which was picked up from the roadside

and brought to the hospital, was blind

and ill. She had developed marasmus,

and later succumbed to the malady. A
few gifts sent for her, but which arrived

too late, were transferred to the living

babe, and we hope the donors will be sat-

isfied with the use made of their gifts.

We do not need to thank these donors, for

we are sure that they gave these gifts to
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the Lord, and are not looking to ns for

thanks. They give ns joy.

A yonng widow who was tubercular

was willing to take the outdoor treatment.

We were given space in the women’s

school yard to put up a mat shed. She

was apparently getting along nicely and

was here until the Chinese New Year,

when her people called her to go home
for the festivities. They said she was

well, and would not let her come back.

We learned that in order to get to sleep

in the mat shed while in school she had

to lie to her people and tell them she

was in the shed only in daytime. It was

not long after she returned to her un-

sanitary home until the revelation of the

microscope was vindicated. The Chinese

say she died of consumption. We were

at the coast at the time.

A woman was brought a long distance

by her husband. Robbers had attacked

them in their home in the mountains and

kidnapped their little six-year-old daugh-

ter. They had not much else to take.

The woman’s daughter was precious, and

she could not let her go without protest.

As a discouragement the robbers left a

bullet in her thigh. The bullet did not

pass through, but lodged in the flesh at

the back of the thigh. She was facing

the enemy. Three weeks later she came

to the hospital. There was much swelling

and when the bullet was removed a large

quantity of pus and small fragments of

dirty rags were discharged. She became

much interested in the doctrine, and re-

turned to her home with a hopeful and

thankful heart.

A large proportion of our ward cases

are conditions either caused by sorrow or

aggravated by it. Prominent among
these are eye cases. I recall three in par-

ticular. A woman who was unhappy in

her home wept, and mopped her eyes with

her sleeves, or any old rag, until her sight

was much impaired. Ah Tsoi had urged

her for a year to come to the hospital.

She had never seen a foreigner, but she

had heard how they took out eyes, hearts,

souls, etc., and said she would rather be

blind than go to the foreigners. At last

she was persuaded when it was almost too

late, and when she saw she was being

benefited, we could scarcely persuade her

not to complete the ruin of her eyes by

weeping over her former stupidity. She

was improving nicely and had become in-

terested in the doctrine, when her people

thought she was able to see and could do

some work, and took her home, and we
have not seen her since except once when
she came for medicine. She was as bad as

ever, and we hear she is now blind.

Another was a young girl, eighteen

years of age. She became ill and suffered

much. In her despair she wept constant-

ly in her waking time. She had almost

ruined her sight. It took a little time to

get her in better general condition, but

her eyes did not become any worse, and

soon began to improve. The mother had

to carry her on her back when they came,

but she was soon able to walk. They
were much encouraged, and the girl be-

gan to learn verses, Commandments, etc.

About this time occurred some important

occasion in the home, and they thought

they must go, but said they would return

if she was not entirely well. They did

not return, so we may draw our own con-

clusion.

The third case once before came to us

when twelve years of age, to see if we

could cure a hopelessly blind eye. Now
she is nineteen years old. Near the close

of the year she came with the other eye

in almost as bad condition. Her mother

died in the summer, and she could not be

comforted. She has wept almost ever

since. They say they tried to persuade

her to come when the eye began to hurt,
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but she was so sad she thought she could

not come, so thei^ allowed her to weep

out almost all the sight she had. An op-

eration has given her partial vision, but

the eye can never again survive such

abuse.

We were told by those who made a

study of prophecy that the year 1914

would make big history. Had they been

explicit and told us that West River

would overflow its banks and reach a

point higher b}7 several inches than the

highest recorded point, we probably would

not have believed them, especially if they

had told what that record was. It was

several feet higher than the foreigners

had ever seen it.

Our women patients were kindly re-

ceived into the girls* school. Judging

from past experience, we expected pesti-

lence to follow in the wake of this flood.

There seems to be less illness referable

to the flood than after smaller floods.

We have had a few intestinal cases, but

no cholera. This is cause for thanksgiv-

ing. There has been an unusual amount

of rain this autumn, but fewer mosqui-

toes than we would expect. Ho doubt

myriads of eggs and larvae were swept

away by the flood.

The patients gather daily with the

workers for worship, and most of them

are glad to take such part as they are

able in reading and singing. This may
sound as if we had patients who can read.

Occasionally a patient comes who knows

a few characters, but for the most part

the scholarly women are in good health.

What is meant by taking part is that one

of the helpers pronounces the words and

the patient follows as well as she can.

The helper says, “Follow my mouth/*

and starts in, and the patient proceeds to

“follow.** In the singing they open their

mouths and emit some sound which seems

to them most like what they hear. We

are glad that the heavenly Father does

not judge people by beauty of face, form
or voice.

The four women students and the old

woman, Hannah, have proved themselves

diligent in teaching the patients. It is

often an agreeable surprise to find a

patient ready to repeat something when
she has been in but a day or two, and
when her sufferings are so great as to

readily excuse her for a time. “I can

say .** “Good ! Will you say it for

me to hear?** She is happy to repeat it.

“Who taught you?** “Big sister, who
brings me my medicine.** These “big sis-

ters** are glad to go out into the homes

when there is opportunity to talk the doc-

trine or help with meetings. Two of

them go with Miss Adams on Sabbath

afternoons to the Chinese orphanage,

where Miss Robinson had begun to hold

meetings, and help teach the children who
gather from the surrounding neighbor-

hood. The other two go with any others

who go out and give such help as they

can. We expect them to develop along

this line as they get special instruction

in the Bible several evenings in the week,

besides attending Thursday and 'Sabbath

meetings in the women’s school.

We are glad to know that the Board

recommends the continuation of the med-

ical class for the present, as our oppor-

tunity may soon be gone forever. We
already find it greatly to the advantage

of the work to have these few in training.

Their usefulness can reasonably be ex-

pected to increase as their knowledge and

skill increase. The Board of Missionary

Preparation, in their third annual report,

m regard to the relative position of med-

ical missionary work, has this to say:

“Perhaps no better statement regarding

this can be given than that contained in

the recommendations of the Medical

Missionary Association of China, adopted
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in its triennial meeting at Peking, Jan.

13-17, 1913. This, with other recommen-

dations, was presented to. the Continua-

tion Committee of the Edinburgh Con-

ference, through Dr. Mott, on the occa-

sion of the recent China National Confer-

ence, held under the auspices of the Con-

tinuation Committee.” It is as follows:

“Medical missions are not to be regarded

as a temporary expedient for opening

the way for and extending the influence

of the gospel, but as an integral, co-ordi-

nate and permanent part of the mission-

ary work of the Christian Church, as was

emphasized in the resolutions passed by

the Shanghai Conference of 1907.” To

quote further: “The aim of medical mis-

sions is to assist in the development of

the Kingdom of Heaven on earth through

the practice of the gospel of healing, as

an agency indorsed by Jesus Himself.”

“The triple command is to ‘preach,

teach and heal.
5 Of the six items men-

tioned by Jesus in His reply to the mes-

sengers of John, five have reference to

healing/” The reference is to Luke 7, 22

:

“Go your way and tell John what you

have seen and heard ;
how that the blind

see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,

the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the

poor the gospel is preached.
55 This is

Christ
5
s answer to the honest inquirer. If

He used it in answer to John, who was His

own special forerunner, how much more

appropriate in persuading those who have

no Old Testament Scriptures for whose

fulfilment they are earnestly looking. Did

I not believe that the Great Commissioner

had directly called me to preach, or to

teach, or to heal, I would not dare to ac-

cept the appointment of the Church. As

the Church could not appoint me to

preach, I am thankful there are the teach-

ing and the healing, and that I have been

sent to teach and to heal. In these lines

Christ can make use of even the weaker

vessels to help carry out His purpose of

making known His redemptive work to a

perishing world. I believe our women
students are waking up to the fact that

they are to have a part in this work, and

hold themselves in readiness to lend a hand

whenever there is opportunity, and when

there seems to be no opportunity, can

sometimes stir up one.

A marked improvement in the students
5

singing is due to the daily instruction of

Mrs. Wright. The women are now fre-

quently able to start the tune at worship,

and are not so easily put oft the track by

the attempts of the patients. They are

taught to read simple music, and have a

plan for writing down the tunes we use

to the Psalms, which will be of permanent

use. She has also given them a start in

English, which is already of practical

value in recognizing and writing the

names of drugs and appliances for which

there is no Chinese word. It is usually

considered necessary in prescription writ-

ing. This help has been much appreci-

ated.

My time has been spent in the usual

work of the hospital, with two hours of

didactic teaching and three periods of

practical clinical instruction daily- Out-

side of this, there were some opportuni-

• ties for meetings and visits in the homes.

I left for the coast the last week of June,

made a return trip to Tak Hing in July

in the interests of the flood sufferers,

spending a few days here, and finally re-

turned to work the last week in Septem-

ber. I was absent about one week on per-

sonal business, and one week attending

three conferences—-medical, educational,

missionary.

t My own part of the work has been far

from what I could wish it to be as to

quality, but I wish to bear testimony to

the satisfaction that has been afforded in

the hearty co-operation of those connected
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with the- work, including the students. It

is a growing inspiration to see the per-

sonal interest of each one in the welfare

of the hospital. Those who have been

longest with us are a real comfort, and

the rest are working up to it under the

influence of Their example. They are get-

ting to be able to see beyond the faults

of their earthly teachers, and to know
that they with us are to strive to imitate

the Great Physician. Without His pres-

ence the work must fail. We ask the

prayers of God’s people that we may have

the leading of His Spirit in His work,

and that our one aim may be to do His

will and thus show forth His glory to

those who are in darkness.

Number of patients 475

Number of new patients 304

Number of treatments 4958

Money received $157.45

Money expended $225.83

Respectfully submitted,

Kate W. McBurney.

A WORD FROM LATAKIA.
We are very sorry that under existing

circumstances we shall not be able to

make a full report. The work has been

continued as before, except that we have

not taken any boarding pupils this year.

We have many more day scholars than

usual. We have not had to abandon a

single school or preaching station. The

Medical Department has of course re-

mained closed. We were asked by our

worthy ambassador to place our hospital

facilities at the disposal of the Red Cross

Society, but were not able to do so.

Since August last we have not been

able to do much in the way of touring or

visiting the out-stations, and besides, we

are sorry to say, our touring missionary

has been deported, for military reasons.

His family necessarily remains with us

for the present. Our senior missionary,

although confined to her house, has had
excellent health. Since her return from
Beirut last June she has received 1,022

visitors. Many of these came to sym-

pathize with her, and some to receive

sympathy and hear the Scriptures read.

She has met with an unusual response to

religious appeals. At present we could

make good use of relief funds were any

such in our possession.

The ^work in which we are engaged is

the Master’s, and the workers also, and

our constant prayer is that the Lord’s

name may be glorified. Hoping that this

brief report may reach you in due time,

and that the interest of the Church in her

work in this land may not flag during

these trving times.

We have upward of 800 pupils at pres-

ent in the various day schools.

STATISTICS OF CYPRUS MISSION.
For the Year Ending March 31, 1915.

Missionaries, 4: 1 ordained minister,

1 doctor of medicine, 2 teachers.

Native employees, 16 : 1 licensed

Greek preacher, 1 Turkish interpreter and

agent, 8 teachers, 2 servants (matron and

cook), 1 doctor’s assistant, 1 Bible

woman, 2 care-takers.

Native communicants, 39 : 3 increase, 3

decrease.

Communions held, 3 : 1 in Lamaca,

2 in Nicosia.

Sacrament of Baptism, 1 : 3 children

in Nicosia.

Schools, 2: 1 secondary, 1 primary.

Pupils, 122 : 50 Greeks, 30 Turks, 22

Armenians, 15 Syrians, 2 Jews, 3 other

nationalities.

Receipts from locaj sources, £695 14s.

:

£121 from medical department, £323 9s.

for boarding department, £112 9s. for

tuition, £127 8s. for books and incident-

als, £11 8s. church collections.



FOREIGN MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1915.

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D.
Rev. Samuel Edgar, on furlough..

J. M. Balph, M. D., on furlough. .

Miss Mattie R. Wylie
’

Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss M. Florence Mearns, on furlough

Latakia
,
Syria.

Rev. Robert E. Willson, on furlough

Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
John Peoples, M. D.
Mr. J. French Carithers.
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett
Miss F. Elm a French, on furlough

Mersina, Asia Miner.

Rev. Walter McCarroll 1

Mr. Roy Esmond Smith
[
Larnaca, Cyprus.

Mr. Dwight H. Conner
)

Calvin McCarroll, M. D

Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D
Rev. J. K. Robb, on furlough
Rev. Julius A. Kempf
Rev. William M. Robb, on furlough

J. M. Wright, M. D
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D. ...

Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D. on furlough
Miss Annie J. Robinson, on furlough
Miss Mary R. Adams
Miss Ella Margaret Stewart ...

Miss Rose A. Huston

Nicosia, Cyprus.

Tak Hing Chau
,

IVest River,

South China.

Rev. D. R. Taggart Do Sing
,
West River

,
South China

.

Miss Jennie M. Dean, on furlough )

Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell, on furlough v Lo Ting
,
via Canton, South China.

E. J. M. Dickson, M. D
)

NOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1915.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, Indian Mission
,

Apache, O. T.

Rev. W. J. Sanderson, Southern Mission
,

Selma
,
Ala.

Rev. R. A. Blair, Jewish Mission,

Soo So. Fifth Street, Philadelphia
,
Pa.

post office addresses of treasurers.
Syrian Mission, Mission in China, Jewish Mission and Church Erection

—

Dr. S. A. S. Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Domestic Mission

;
Southern Mission; Indian Mission; Testimony

Bearing; Sustentation; Theological Seminary; Ministers’, Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund; Literary; Students’ Aid; National Reform—Mr. J. S. Tibby,
41 1 Penn Building Pittsburg, Pa.

Aged People’s Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Ave., Pittsburg, fPa.

Olive Trees thanks an unknown friend in Pavilion, N. Y., for the missing
number of Herald of Mission News for August, 1890.



Transportation Agency
Board of Foreign Missions
Reformed Presbyterian Church

All questions relating to Railway and Steamship Rates
for Missionaries and Freight should be addressed to

WILLIAM G. CARSON, 205 SOUTH 42d STREET,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Telephone, 785 Morningside

WM. McCLEAN’S SON
Undertaker and Embalmer

508 WEST I34th STREET
ROBERT L. McCLEAN NEW YORK

A. LABER,
Manager

PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED
GLASSES FITTED

HERBERT & HUESGEN CO.

OPTICIANS CAMERAS AND
PHOTO SUPPLIES

18 EAST 42d STREET
Telephone, Murray Hill 624 NEW YORK

Fifty Years of Mission Work in Syria.
BY J. M. BALPH.

A history of the foreign mission work of the Covenanter Church

in Syria, Asia Minor and Cyprus. Just issued. Contains

information all should read. Order at once, as only 1,000

copies have been printed. Price 35c. post-paid.

Address, JAMES S. TIBBY, 408 Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa.

J4MES S. TIBBY gKSffiS Pittsburg, Pa.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891
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